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Resolved: The Ministry of Education in Taiwan should mandate class hours from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. for all elementary and secondary schools.
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2025 Taipei Cicero English Debate Tournament Rules

I. Proposition

Resolved: The Ministry of Education in Taiwan should mandate class hours from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00

p.m. for all elementary and secondary schools.
II. Rules
A. Venue: Taipei Wego Private Senior High School
B. Time: Sign in will start at 8:15AM on Saturday, December 13th; briefing on rules will start at 8:40AM;

competition will start at 8:55AM; late-arriving teams are automatically disqualified. The tournament is
estimated to end at 1:00PM.

C. Each match consists of an Affirmative team and a Negative team with three debaters on each team.

Thirty-five minutes of time are allotted as follows:
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. First Affirmative constructive speech (4 minutes)

. Second Negative cross examines First Affirmative (2 minutes)

. First Negative constructive speech (4 minutes)

. First Affirmative cross examines First Negative (2 minutes)

. Second Affirmative constructive speech (4 minutes)

. First Negative cross examines Second Affirmative (2 minutes)

. Second Negative constructive speech (4 minutes)

. Second Affirmative cross examines Second Negative (2 minutes)

. Preparation period for rebuttal speech (5 minutes)

10. Third Negative Rebuttal (3 minutes)
11. Third Affirmative Rebuttal (3 minutes)

*If any team does not follow the above sequence, its score for that speech or cross-examination will be

zero. If the debaters do not use up their allotted time, simply proceed to the speech or cross-

examination period that follows.

D. Groupings of the three rounds and the positions for the first and second round will be drawn at

12:35PM on Friday, October 31st by the organizer. Each school can send one person to observe. The

third-round positions will be drawn on the day of the tournament, following the second round.

E. Each match will have a panel of 3 judges. Professors, senior high school teachers, and experts

specializing in relevant fields will be invited to adjudicate. All the judges are assigned by the host.

Judges will not be scoring their own school.

F. Grading Criteria

1.
2.

3.
4.

For the judging criteria, please refer to the ballot sheet.

Judging standard: If the total points are 10, give 9-10 for an excellent performance; 7-8 for a great
performance; 5-6 for a good performance; 3-4 for an ordinary performance; 1-2 for a weaker
performance. If the total points are 5, give 5 for an excellent performance; 4 for a great performance;
3 for a good performance; 2 for an ordinary performance; 1 for a weaker performance. Judges should
make a clear resolution without giving the same score to both of the teams.

Judges can give a 0.5 point to each grading category.

The total score of a team is based on the combination of each debater’s performance.



G. Procedure: Teams will be divided into 3 to 5 groups according to the number of teams; each group will
have 4 or 6 teams. After three rounds, the team with the greater number of wins in its group will be the
winner. If teams have the same number of wins, the team who beat the other(s) will be the winner. If
there is no match among the tied teams, the team who accrued the most points across all three rounds
will be the winner. For individual awards, for each match, the six debaters will be ranked according to
their scores; the highest gets 6 points and the lowest gets 1 point. After three rounds, the debater who
participated in at least two matches and had the highest point average in its group will be given the
“Best Debater Award”. The one who ranked right below will be given the “Honorable Mention Debater
Award”.

H. Timing:

During the debate, the timer will display cards to indicate the remaining time:

1. Constructive speeches: 2 minutes, 1 minute, and 30 seconds.

2. Cross examination: 1 minute, and 30 seconds.

3. Preparation period for rebuttal speech: 2 minutes, 1 minute, and 30 seconds.

4. Rebuttal: 2 minutes, 1 minute, and 30 seconds.

When time is up, the timer will ring the bell, with subsequent rings for every 10 seconds overtime.
Debaters will hear a long ring after 30 seconds overtime, and have to leave the stage immediately. A
point will be deducted for every 10 seconds of overtime. No overtime is allowed for cross-examination;
debaters must leave the stage immediately. When it is time for a constructive speech, cross-
examination, or rebuttal speech, the timer will ring the bell; the debater(s) must proceed to the lectern
immediately. A point will be deducted for every 10 seconds of delay.

I. Required items:

Debaters must bring their ID cards or Student IDs. Dictionaries and references in hard copy are
allowed, but all electronic devices and visual aids are prohibited during the debate.

Each team needs to prepare evidence cards for judges’ random examination after the debate and before
the result is announced. Any evidence cited during the debate should have a corresponding evidence
card.

J. Dropout policy: For each round, there should be 3 debaters on each team. If, for some reason, a team
only has 2 debaters available, it may proceed with 2 debaters (with one giving both a constructive
speech and the rebuttal speech), but will not be able to compete for team awards. If a team drops out
without a sound reason, the organizer reserves the right to disqualify the team sent by the same school
from the tournament next year.

K. Others: Debaters on the stage are not allowed to discuss with their teammates, or 5 points will be
deducted; but during cross-examination periods, cross-examinees can take the needed evidence from
their teammates to facilitate the cross-examination. All teams/debaters must behave respectfully toward
others, otherwise the adjudication committee may invalidate their claim to any prize. The vacancy will
be filled by the next ranked team/debater.

II1. Notes During the Competition

A. The rooms will not have microphones.

B. Eating and drinking are prohibited in the competition rooms.

C. Doors will be shut right after each round begins. Any entry is forbidden except for staff members and

coordinators of the organizer.



D. In order not to disturb the speaker, chatting and walking around in the room are not allowed during the
debate. Please make sure your cell phone is turned off as well.
E. Clapping, shouting, or cheering is not allowed during the debate.
F. Members in the audience are not allowed to talk to debaters in the front, nor are they allowed to pass
over any information or materials.
G. If you want to videotape the competition, please set up your device before the debate begins. Flash is
prohibited if you want to take photos.
H. Participating schools will be notified of the classrooms for debate matches once the information
becomes available.
IV. Notes on the Day
Debaters are advised to wear formal clothes or uniforms and shall bring with them their ID cards or
Student IDs.



